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Bible Study Enrollment 1705 

Bible Study Attendance  624 

Off-site Bible Study Attendance 115 

Total Bible Study Attendance 739 

                             Worship Attendance 1007 

Received Sunday  $50,626.28 

Received to Date  $542,148.78 

Required to Date $528,255.00 

Last Week’s Numbers 

 

A Publication of Highland Terrace Baptist Church 

                                                                                                  Greenville, Texas                     
 

April 11, 2012                                                            www.highlandterrace.net 

Church Family, 

It was good to focus on the Resurrection of Christ with you in all three of our morning worship services last week. Some people might find 
it interesting that Southern Baptists did not begin recognizing Easter or Christmas as “special days” until the late 19th century. Baptist 
tradition before the late 19th century largely rejected or ignored "special days." Although the apostle Paul recognized that Christians had a 
Christian liberty option for special days in Romans 14:5-6, few Baptists ministers or writers of that day championed that option. Many  
Baptist ministers in the era just before 1900 would have dismissed the idea of celebrating a special day for Christ's Resurrection as     

unnecessary, since "every day should be a celebration of the Lord's Resurrection.” 

The slow embrace of Christmas by Southern Baptists in the late 1800s certainly led many to take a second look at Easter. The             
celebration of special days gained in popularity with the growth of professional sports and a number of new civic celebrations and        
festivals. It was only natural for Southern Baptists to reevaluate festivals with strong historic Christian connections such as Christmas and 

Easter. 

According to Stephen Wilson (Dean Emeritus and Chair of the Social Studies/History department of Mid-Continent University in Mayfield, 
KY, and member of the Southern Baptist Convention's Executive Committee), “By the late 1800s, some Southern Baptist churches began 
celebrating Easter in their services. Articles and advertisements in state Baptist papers acknowledged that some Baptist churches      
celebrated the holiday; others decorated their churches with Easter lilies; and sheet music for Easter was advertised for sale.            
Nonetheless, most articles in the state Baptist papers of this era were against celebrating Easter. In 1890, a writer for the Kentucky state 
Baptist paper (the Western Recorder) called the new custom of celebrating Easter in Baptist churches an "innovation," and he             
disapproved of that development. Contributing  authors in the Baptist state papers in Alabama and North Carolina also acknowledged 
their opposition to celebrating Easter, addressing their concerns to fellow Baptists who had begun recognizing the holiday. After 1900 the 

more vehement opposition to Easter in the state Baptist papers slowly faded .” 

My purpose in sharing this information with you is not to attack Easter celebrations but to inform you of the origin of something most of us 

know as the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.  

Stephen Wilson said, “Following the lead of Southern Baptists in raising financial support for International Missions, the Women's       
Missionary Union (WMU) also played an important part in the Southern Baptist embrace of Easter. Once again, the catalyst was       
missions. The WMU also succeeded in winning over the Southern Baptist Convention to a special collection of funds at Christmastime for 
international missions (eventually called the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering). WMU Corresponding Secretary, Annie Armstrong, also 
promoted a similar special collection for home missions. As early as 1895, the WMU began sponsoring a week of prayer for home      

missions that would be capped off with an offering for Home Missions.” 

Nevertheless, an offering for home missions and the recognition of Easter by Southern Baptists took longer than acceptance of the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering. Originally, the prayer time and offering for home missions was suggested for January, but shortly afterward, the 
week of prayer was moved to early March to distance itself from the Christmas offering. After undergoing a few name changes, the 
springtime offering was renamed the Annie Armstrong  Offering in 1933 for the upcoming 1934 season in recognition of her advocacy for 
home missions. The spring season of prayer and offering, with its proximity to the Easter holiday, began making the same connection with 

Southern Baptists that the Lottie Moon offering shared with the Christmas season. 

Furthermore, the old reluctance to observe Easter faded as the 20th century unfolded. Ministers began preaching  Resurrection-themed 
sermons and voiced little objection to secular Easter activities like the "Easter Sunday meal" and “Easter egg hunts”. Recognizing that 
Easter Sunday was a day that many of their members dressed in their finest attire, the tradition of taking a "church photo" on Easter    
became an established custom in some Southern Baptist churches.  Weather-permitting, some churches would gather members on  
Easter Sunday for a group picture. Even though this tradition faded as churches grew larger in the post-World War II era, this charming 
custom reinforced the observance of Easter as a special time in the life of the local church. 

Into this growing pro-Easter climate, the Home Mission Board suggested to the WMU in 1968 that the Annie Armstrong Offering be     
renamed the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for the upcoming 1969 season. The WMU supported the name change. This solidified 
the Southern Baptist tradition that began with the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, that holidays in Southern Baptist life can be best     

HISPANIC Church EQUIPMENT NEEDS 
 

Jesus Is The Way Baptist Church in Leonard, 

Texas is in need of some playground    

equipment for their growing children’s      

ministry.  They have grown from 10 to about 

60 in the past 2 years and have many young 

children. If you know of any used        

playground equipment in good shape that 

might be available for them to use, please 

contact, Pastor Rigoberto Hernandez at    

972-898-2064 or Juan Castellanos at      

903-422-5224.   

 

They are also in need of some musical    

instruments, especially  

an electric bass and amp.   

 

Thanks, 

Bro. Kelly 

The next Discovery Class for visitors, 

led by Dr. Kelly Carr, will be on Sunday, 

April 15 at 9:30 am in B206. This is a 

fun,  interactive and informational small 

group time. Topics include our           

ministries, groups, Q & A, plus how we 

may minister to you! 

************************ 

The next New Member Class will meet 

on Sunday, April 22 at 9:30 am in B206. 

Continued next page  



Apr. 15 

Ps. 27, 31 

34, 52 

Apr. 16 

Ps. 56,120, 

140-142 

Apr. 17 

1 Sam.  25-27 

Apr. 18 

Ps. 17, 35,  

54, 63 

Apr. 19 

1 Sam.  28-31, 

Ps. 18 

Apr. 20 

Ps. 121, 123-

125, 128-130 

Apr. 21 

2 Sam.   

1-4 

Rite of Passage Parenting  
Featuring:  Walker Moore 

May 18: 7—9 pm 
May 19: 9 am—12 pm 

Cost: $10; Register for childcare  
(birth—4th grade) by April 14  

Walker will share four sessions built around four essential 
skills teenagers today lack.  Come and learn: 
 Why your kids don’t want to grow up 
 How to build adult skills and responsibilities into their 

lives 
 How to guarantee they’ll keep their bedrooms clean  
 How to build into them a strong identity that won’t     

crumble under the peer pressure and temptations young 
people encounter today  

Parents state that the life-changing Rite of Passage         
Parenting principles help them raise capable, responsible, 
self-reliant adults, not kids who never grow up. 

Young at Heart (55+)         

upcoming events: 

 Wed., April 18: 55+ regular 
meeting @ 10:30 am in Adult 1; enter-
tainment will be an Easter presentation 
by Roger  Ratliff, pastor of Vansickle 
Baptist.  Roger’s wife, Judi, will share 
her testimony about her     battle with 

cancer. 

 April 30—May 2: Spring Retreat @ 

Camp Copass—sign up in atrium 

 Thurs., May 3: Hunt Baptist Assoc. 
Spring Banquet @ 6:30 pm (April 25 

deadline to sign up) 

 May 5—6: Annual HTBC 55+ Reunion 

 Mon., May 7: New monthly Bible study 
@ 9 am in C109 (for ALL age adults) - 

no sign up, just show up! 

 May 24: Bible Study at Lakeview Baptist 

Encampment 

 See the April Whatchamacallit for de-

Youth Ministry & the TEXAS RANGERS! 

WHEN:  Saturday, May 26,  2:05pm 

WHAT:  Texas Rangers’ Game  

  vs. Toronto Blue Jays 

Limited Tickets - $25  

 Please pay as you sign up! Thanks 
Thank you! 

dena 

If you are not currently attending a Sunday morning Bible 
Study class, also consider this opportunity: 

New Bible Study Class: “LET’S CONNECT” 

Led by Bro. Royce and Linda Litchfield 
Beginning Sunday, April 29th @ 9:30 am in B204 

We need a two-person team to 

change out our church sign each 

week. Contact Bro. Kelly for more 

information. 

Skeet Shoot at the Dennis Farm 
When:    April 28th  

Who:  Everyone! Children must be with an adult. 
Where:  Dennis Farms  (From HTBC - take 380 
  West, go past Floyd; turn right on HWY 36 to 
  Merit. Turn right on 1107,  then turn left on  
  1106.  The farm will be on the left.) 
Time:  10:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Cost:  $5.00 a Round to participate 
        Free for spectators 
Contact:  Bill Dennis for more information 
 Prizes will be awarded for top   shooters.                                                          
 Bottled water and cookies will be available for 

purchase 
 The proceeds will go for Preteen Camp.  

Spiritual Warfare 
 

Before you can win any contest there are several 
things you have to know.  You must know when the 
contest starts, the rules of engagement, what         
constitutes a win, who your opponent is, the resources 
available to you, and a strategy to victory.  Spiritual 
warfare requires the same information.  The fact is that 
every believer is involved in a war from the moment of 
salvation, but many do not realize it until it is too late.   
 

Announcing a New Bible Study Class at 10:55:   
If you are not currently involved in a Sunday Morning   

Bible Study, sign up for Bro. Kelly’s Class at the  
“Sign-Up” table in the Atrium, or contact him by email: 

Kelly@highlandterrace.org.   
 

Series Title:  “Spiritual Warfare for Peace-Loving 
Christians”   

Teacher:  Bro. Kelly Carr 
Starts:  Sunday, April 29th  

Time:  Sunday Mornings at 10:55 AM 
Place:  C101 by the Elevator 

Topics Include:   
The Call to Battle 

The Enemy Who Wants to Destroy You 
The Resources Available To You 

A Strategy That Will Win 

celebrated by supporting missions. The newly renamed Easter    
offering would play a critical role in funding domestic missions in the 
years to come. 

As the latter half of the 20th century waned, Southern Baptists    
enthusiastically supported Easter. In this era, many churches    
sponsored Easter musical programs, and the larger suburban 
churches produced elaborate Easter pageants that combined drama, 
music and spiritual themes. Formal invitations to accept Christ    
followed these pageants. Other churches instituted Easter morning 
"sunrise services." Baptist Book Stores (now Lifeway Christian 
Stores) provided Easter-themed items including holiday books and 
materials for individuals, groups, Easter programs and pageants. 

The advent of the 21st century continued these developments, but 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering remained the cornerstone of 
the Southern Baptist observance of Easter. Currently, around 5,000 
North American missionaries are supported in a significant way by 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. The offering solidified the    
connection to the holiday as well as producing the outcome of 
Southern Baptists' celebration of Easter.” 

I included this summary material from Stephen Douglas so that I 
could remind you that our goal at HTBC for the Annie Armstrong 
Easter offering for Home Missions is $9,300. You can give a special 
offering above your tithe during the month of April. In addition, when 
you give to the Faith Commitment Offering monies are             
automatically given to the Annie Armstrong offering for Home      
Missions. That might be more information than you ever wanted to 
know about the beginning of Easter celebrations among Southern 
Baptists but now you know how we got the name “Annie           
Armstrong Easter Offering.”  

I will begin a new sermon series from the book of Joshua next    
Sunday morning entitled “Possessing Your Future.” Sunday night I 
will continue our sermon series dealing with end time prophecy. This 
Sunday we will take a look at the New World Order that God       
revealed to Daniel in chapter 2, and you don’t want to miss this        
powerful message! 

I look forward to seeing you Sunday, and I will once again be    
swinging the two-edged sword ...  

In Christ, 

Brother Bobby 

Hunt Baptist Association VBS 
Clinic 2012 

Mon., April 16, 6—8:30 pm 
         HTBC, Greenville, TX 

Come join us for a night of great ideas and energy 
to get our “Awesome Wonders” off to a great 
start for our children!!! Bring your VBS workers 
and  enjoy the fellowship and fun!!! For more   
info., call Linda Moore at 903-456-4626 or   
Carol Craig at 903-217-7491. 

GloryLand Singers 
Please, make a note that there will be no rehearsals on April 25 
and May 2.  These are the 2 weeks that I will be in Ukraine. 
However, we will be singing on Sunday night, May 6.  Plan to 
meet early in the choir loft and we will rehearse the special   
music for the service. 

Norvell Slater Hymn Sing 
Don’t    forget   to    sign    up    for    the Norvell Slater 
Hymn Sing on Friday, April 20, at Dallas Baptist University.  
Bus list is on the SIGN-UP table in the Atrium. 
We will leave the church at 10:30 a.m. and stop for lunch at 
Golden Corral on the way. The Pre-Concert begins at 1:30 
and the Hymn Sing starts at 2:00.  We should be back around 
6 pm. 

Singing Men of Texas 

I covet your prayers for Michael Gott and the     
Singing Men of North Central Texas as we return to 
Ukraine April 23-May 4.  God is opening the hearts 
of people, and we anticipate a tremendous response 
to the Gospel Message.  At each concert Rev.       
Michael Gott will preach a clear evangelistic mes-
sage.  Please, pray that God is honored in all that we 
say and do while in Ukraine and Crimea. 
Bro. Steve 

HTBC Bloom: invites you to a  

"Purple Tea" - A Time of Celebration, Hope 
and Encouragement for all women on         
April 26th, 2012 6:30 pm in the HTBC Gym. 
Our speaker for the evening is  Donna Mayo. 
She will share her testimony as a cancer survi-
vor. We will be   honoring cancer survivors 
and caregivers. Lite refreshments will be 
served. No Charge. Sign up in Atrium and 

"Wear Purple". 

Flamingo Fun is happening now! The “Sale” 
throughout April. Pay to have your friends’ 
homes “flocked” at the children’s check-in & 
help our kids afford summer camp! Contact 
Mrs. Angela or Dylan Ragan for more details. 

Have YOU been “flocked” yet? 


